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The ola
The Observatory on Latin America (OLA) of The New School creates new 
opportunities for multiple narratives and public debate on hemispheric 
processes of reform and change. The broad theme for the OLA is “Social 
Democracy in a Globalized World: Anticipating Futures in Latin America”.

It seeks to support and disseminate the development and articulation of new 
political, social, and economic models in Latin America and to facilitate their 
communication and dissemination in the United States and across the region.

The OLA has the unique position of not only being part of The New School, a 
prestigious North American progressive university, but also being located in 
New York, an international metropolis and site for discussion for politicians 
and intellectuals. This has helped to link the OLA and its activities to a wide 
audience and allowed for many important events to take place through its 
Programs.

Objectives
»» To improve academic and public understanding of Latin America by 

observing and studying the processes of political and economic change 
underway in the region.

»» To foster a public dialogue between and within the United States and 
Latin America about the challenges of building social democracy in a 
globalized world.

»» To collaborate with Latin American institutions to further these objectives 
within countries across the hemisphere by linking and mobilizing ideas 
and institutions.

History
The OLA was formally launched as the Observatory on Latin America at The 
New School in September 2006, by the current Argentine President Cristina 
Fernández de Kirchner. It includes the Argentina Observatory, created in 2003.

66 West 12th Street, 6th Floor
New York, NY 10011
+1.212.206.3524
ola@newschool.edu 
www.observatorylatinamerica.org
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Programs
»» Latin America on the Move: The Post-Neoliberal Transition
»» Design and Development
»» President Néstor Kirchner Fellowship
»» Building Latin American Bicentennials
»» Space in Honor of Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo
»» Equity for Children (Associated Program)

Each of these programs bring together leading intellectuals, policy-makers, 
NGO leaders, and other interested parties to mobilize knowledge and skills 
from a variety of disciplines to promote research, debate, and discussion 
across the region and throughout the hemisphere.

Who we are

Directors
Michael Cohen received his PhD in political economy from the University 
of Chicago, and worked for many years at the World Bank in urban develop-
ment, sustainability, and the impact of economic policies. Dr. Cohen is the 
Director of the Studley Graduate Program in International Affairs (SGPIA), 
Milano School of International Affairs, Management, and Urban Policy, The 
New School for Public Engagement (NSPE), a multi-disciplinary Master’s 
degree program focused on developing countries. The SGPIA currently has 
400 graduate students from 62 countries, offers courses related to poverty 
and inequality, economic management, urbanization, governance, human 
rights, and conflict and security. The SGPIA has graduated 1,100 students 
who are working in development organizations around the world. Dr. Cohen 
has recently published a book about the recovery of Argentina from its crisis 
of 2001, and edited a book on the impact of the global economic crisis on 
Latin America.

Margarita Gutman received her PhD and a degree in architecture from the 
Universidad de Buenos Aires. She is Associate Professor of Urban Studies 
and International Affairs at NSPE, and Profesora Titular Consulta at the 
Facultad de Arquitectura, Diseño y Urbanismo, Universidad de Buenos Aires. 
At the OLA Dr. Gutman directs the Design and Development Program, the 
Building Latin American Bicentennials Program, and the President Néstor 
Kirchner Fellowship Program. She has authored and edited numerous books 
and articles about urban history, centennial and bicentennial 
commemorations, and anticipations of the urban future in Latin America. 
In 2011 she published Buenos Aires: El poder de la anticipación. Imágenes 
itinerantes del futuro metropolitano en el primer Centenario (Ediciones 
Infinito, Buenos Aires).

The OLA would like to acknowledge the generous support of 
the Julien J. Studley Foundation 
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Senior fellow
Alberto Minujín teaches at the Studley Graduate Program in Inter
national Affairs (SGPIA) at The Milano School in NSPE, with a special focus 
on social policy and children’s rights. He is Director of the International 
Field Program (IFP) in Argentina. Until 2005, Professor Minujín was Senior 
Program Officer for Policy Analysis in the Division of Policy and Planning at 
UNICEF headquarters in New York. Professor Minujín is the author of many 
books and articles about child rights, social policy, and the middle class. 

Team
»» Amanda Entrikin, Coordinator at The New School
»» Ileana Versace, Coordinator in Buenos Aires
»» Martín Gromez, Media Coordinator
»» Lucila Pugni Reta, Assistant Coordinator
»» Julia Nesprias, Program Associate

The new school faculty associated 
with ola programs
»» Robert Buckley, Studley Fellow, SGPIA 
»» Sakiko Fukuda-Parr, Professor, SGPIA
»» Alec Gershberg, Associate Professor and Chair, Urban Policy, »

Milano School 
»» Christopher London, Assistant Professor of Practice, SGPIA 
»» Brian McGrath, Research Chair in Urban Design, School of Constructed 

Environment, Parsons The New School for Design 
»» William Morrish, Professor of Urban Ecologies, School of Design 

Strategies, Parsons The New School for Design 

Ola Advisory committee 
»» George Biddle, Member, Board of Governors, The New School for Public 

Engagement (NSPE) 
»» Neil Grabois, Dean, Milano School of International Affairs, 

Management, and Urban Policy, The New School for Public Engagement 
(NSPE)

»» Darrick Hamilton, Associate Professor of Urban Policy, Milano School 
of International Affairs, Management, and Urban Policy, The New School 
for Public Engagement (NSPE)

»» Gabriel Díaz Maggioli, Director, School of Language Learning and 
Teaching, The New School for Public Engagement (NSPE)

»» Michelle Materre, Associate Director, School for Undergraduate 
Studies, The New School for Public Engagement (NSPE)

»» William Milberg, Professor of Economics, Economics Department, The 
New School for Social Research

»» Miodrag Mitrasinovic, Professor, School of Design Strategies, Parsons 
The New School for Design 

»» David Scobey, Executive Dean, The New School for Public Engagement 
(NSPE)

»» Lisa Servon, Professor, Urban Policy, Milano School of International 
Affairs, Management, and Urban Policy, The New School for Public 
Engagement (NSPE)
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Programs

Latin america on the move
The Latin America on the Move Program is a series of debates and 
encounters that take place in New York among Latin American and United 
States leaders and intellectuals in which they discuss the challenges and 
changes underway in their countries.
Each year, the OLA brings together high-level political and public leaders 
(press, NGOs, business, culture) to present and discuss how the region is 
changing its constraints and opportunities.
These conferences highlight a search for alternative approaches to improve 
the lives of the people in Latin America after the evident failure of neo-
liberal economic policies to generate sustained economic growth and social 
development.

Rafael Correa, President of 
Ecuador (2007- present) 

Cristina Fernández de Kirch-
ner, President of Argentina 
(2007-present)

Néstor Kirchner, President of 
Argentina (2003-2007)

Alicia Bárcena, ECLAC Executive 
Secretary (2008-present)

Ollanta Humala, President of 
Perú (2011-present)

Tabaré Vázquez, President of 
Uruguay (2005-2010)

President néstor kirchner fellowship
The President Néstor Kirchner Fellowship is inspired by the legacy and 
achievements of former President Néstor Kirchner during his term as 
President of Argentina (2003-2007), coupled with his important work as the 
first Secretary General of UNASUR (2010). It was launched in 2011 and it has 
annual awards.

This Fellowship is aimed at the training of young leaders in South 
America with experience in the public service and academic fields. This is 
a joint initiative of the OLA and the Universidad Nacional de San Martín, 
Argentina.

The Fellowship consists of a two-week stay at The New School in New 
York. The Fellows present their work to academics and graduate students, 
meet with political and civil society leaders in New York City, and take part 
in various other activities, including visits to local government offices and 
multinational organizations, as well as tour museums, and public and 
university libraries.
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Design and development
In a highly innovative institutional and geographical framework, university 
research teams from the Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, the University 
of Buenos Aires, and The New School in New York City undertake a 
collaborative research project in the field of design and social development.

(Un) Anticipated Futures. Symposium, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, 2012.

These teams have come together to discuss alternative ways in which to 
conduct multi-disciplinary, collaborative research. The group identifies foot-
prints of the future in the present city, signs likely to indicate the direction 
of change such as innovative forms of practice, at different levels and scales, 
whether at the neighborhood or city level.

The program works in three cities: Bangkok, Buenos Aires, and New York, 
simultaneously, using non-traditional approaches, exploring what can be 
gained by working together from three different disciplines: social science, 
history, and design.

Building latin american bicentennials
The bicentennial commemorations of the beginning of the movements 
that led to national independence throughout Latin America, including 
Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Mexico and Venezuela in 2010, Uruguay, El 
Salvador and Paraguay in 2011, and several other countries in the next 
few years, offered an excellent opportunity for comparative and multi
disciplinary action-research.

This Program studies how governments and civil society in these countries 
construct their bicentennial commemorations and how they have used 
this historical moment to address urgent issues of social inclusion and 
institutional reform.

Together with the Bicentennial Program of the Facultad de Arquitectura, Dise
ño y Urbanismo, Universidad de Buenos Aires, and research teams in Chile, 
Ecuador, Mexico, and Uruguay, this Program organized two International Calls 
for Essays and Visual Presentations and multiple meetings, workshops and 
publications to promote research and a debate about the Latin American 
bicentennials as opportunity for reflection and social development.

Still photo from Plaza de Mayo 200 años, audiovisual award winner of the International Call  
“Building Latin American Bicentennials in the Age of Globalization”,  
organized by OLA / The New School; FADU/ UBA; and CEPAT/ UCEN.  

Authors: Alberto Boselli and Graciela Raponi.
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Space in Honor of »
Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo
The OLA, along with The New School, has honored the 
work of the Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo. The University 
awarded honorary degrees to the Grandmothers in 
2005. The OLA has organized meetings between the 
Abuelas and students, so that their history and the 
stories would  be passed on to new generations.

In 1976, the Argentine Armed Forces usurped the 
constitutional government through a military coup 
and conducted a policy of terror throughout the 
country. “Forced disappearance” was the predominant 
method to exercise political repression. Among the 
thousands of women who were abducted, hundreds 
of them were pregnant and gave birth in captivity. 
Most of those women were killed and their babies 
were kidnapped by the military regime.

Thanks to their hard and tireless work, the Abuelas 
have recovered more than 100 grandchildren.

Associated Program: »
Equity for Children
Equityforchildren.org is an initiative of the 
Studley Graduate Program in International 
Affairs (SGPIA), that creates and disseminates 
knowledge to promote awareness, increased 
communication and action about equity for 
children and the realization of children’s rights 
worldwide. It engages its major constituents: 
students, practitioners, governmental/ non-
profit organizations, the media and other 
friends. Founded in 2008 by Professor Alberto 
Minujín, Equity for Children provides a global 
knowledge acquisition tool -through its in-
ternational website, research, teaching and 
its events and symposia- on issues related to 
childhood poverty, rights, social and minority 
disparities and evaluation in the context of 
development. 
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Publications
The global economic crisis in latin america: 
impacts and responses
Michael Cohen (ed.) – (London and New York: Routledge Publishers, 2012)

This book is an examination of the heterogeneous Latin 
American region through the lens of three countries: 
Argentina, Brazil, and Mexico. With chapter contributions 
by leading thinkers from Latin America, the book asks 
the questions: Why were these three countries more 
resilient to the crisis than the United States and the 
countries of Western Europe? What explains the 
difference in performance among Argentina, Brazil and 

Mexico? What was the role of the State before, during and after the crisis? 
What role did stimulus packages play? How were people on the ground, the 
street vendors and the waste pickers, affected by the crisis? 

Construir bicentenarios latinoamericanos  
en la era de la globalización
Margarita Gutman and Rita Molinos (ed.) – (Buenos Aires: Ediciones Infinito, 2012)

The objectives, preparations, and activities 
commemorating the Latin American bicentennial of 
independence in its continental dimension, are examined 
in this book. A diversity of voices from nine countries 
presents the rich spectrum of proposals and expectations 
made at different scales. This book contributes to the 
regional and collective construction of knowledge on how 
Latin American countries address the challenge of the 
bicentennials. Bicentennials are historically significant 

moments to rethink the past, to critically review the present, and to stimulate 
the imagination of a future of inclusion and justice.

Argentina’s economic growth and recovery: 
the economy in a time of default
Michael Cohen - (London and New York: Routledge Publishers, 2011)

This book examines the causes of the economic and 
political crisis in Argentina in 2001 and the process of 
strong economic recovery. It poses the question of how a 
country that defaulted on its external loans and was widely 
criticized by international observers could have succeeded 
in its growth and development despite this decision in 
2002. It examines this process in terms of the impact of 
neo-liberal policies on the economy and the role of develop-
ment strategy and the State in recovering from the crisis.

Buenos aires. el poder de la anticipación. 
imágenes itinerantes del futuro 
metropolitano en el primer centenario
Margarita Gutman - (Buenos Aires: Ediciones Infinito, 2011)

The imagination of the urban future in Buenos Aires is 
comprehensively examined in this book. It brings 
together diverse images and narratives from 
professional urban disciplines and popular cultural 
expressions about the world to come. This volume 
contains 185 selected visual images selected from 7,150 
local and foreign journals, professional and specialized 
mass media, which were circulating in Buenos Aires 
between 1900 and 1920. According to Manuel Castells: 

“This is a very original book on an unusual subject, allowing us to 
understand the relationship between the discourse about the city and the 
construction of the city from a historical perspective”.
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Buenos aires 2050 - imágenes del futuro/
decisiones del presente
Margarita Gutman and Horacio Caride Bartrons (ed.) – (Buenos Aires, Facultad de Arquitectura, 
Diseño y Urbanismo Universidad de Buenos Aires, Instituto Internacional de Medio Ambiente y 
Desarrollo, IIED-América Latina, and OLA/The New School, 2008)

Buenos Aires 2050 invites people to discuss collectively 
and inclusively a desirable future for the metropolis in 
which we live. It seeks to extend options for 
development and to orient present decisions. This book 
presents the results of the first five years of the Buenos 
Aires 2050 Program and contains 14 proposals and 8 
comments of participants who are neighbors, students 

and professionals who live in Buenos Aires.

Latin america on the move
Michael Cohen and Margarita Gutman (ed.) - (New York and Buenos Aires: The New School, 2007)

By the time this book was published, newly elected 
governments in nine countries had rejected the past 
failed solutions to the problems of poverty, inequality, 
exclusion, and social justice. Political leaders began to 
seek new approaches to replace the neo-liberal 
policies of the Washington Consensus. This book 
presents views about the direction of change of five 
Latin American political leaders. Each essay places the 
immediate and long-term challenges facing their 

countries in historical context. 

Construir bicentenarios: argentina
Margarita Gutman (ed.) – (Buenos Aires and New York: Caras y Caretas and The New School, 2005)

This is a book of multiple voices. Its 32 authors discuss 
the meaning, challenges and options, memories and 
expectations that the Bicentennial presents. They are 
voices of historians, architects, philosophers, scientists, 
professors, public dignitaries, social workers, politicians 
and young people. They cover current problems, diverse 
aspects of the memory of the past, and project that 
memory onto the bicentennial horizon. The 23 Argentine 
authors, two Latin American, three European, one Indian, 

and three American, cross their internal views with those from the outside, 
offering a texture of difference and not of homogeneity.

Social protection initiatives for children  
and families 
Alberto Minujín and Enrique Delamonica (ed.) – (New York: The New School, http://www.equi-
tyforchildren.org/social-protection-initiatives-for-women-and-families-29/index.html, 2007) 

This book presents selected papers from the Fifth 
International Equity for Children/ UNICEF Conference. It 
offers in-depth and unique conceptual as well as 
empirical evidence about how social protection 
programs, and cash transfers in particular affect the 
well-being of children and women. The book is a 
contribution to this rapidly expanding debate in the 
development literature. It is intended to provide ideas 

and experience for policy makers to make further progress in the struggle 
to achieve respect, protection and fulfillment of children’s and women’s 
rights.
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Buenos aires 1910: memoria del porvenir
Margarita Gutman (ed.) – (Buenos Aires: City Government of Buenos Aires; Facultad de Arqui-
tectura, Diseño y Urbanismo, Universidad de Buenos Aires; Instituto Internacional de Medio 
Ambiente y Desarrollo, IIED-America Latina, 1999)

A digital version of this out of print book is available 
online at the OLA website. The book, a bilingual 
catalogue (English and Spanish), contains a visual 
story based on 260 images and objects from 40 
public and private archives. These images are high-
lighted by the texts of 40 historians, architects, 

academics, officials and politicians. They show fragments of the daily life of 
our ancestors and the way they prepared themselves to live a future of 
unlimited progress. That future is our present. That anticipated city is where 
we live today. It’s time to build the future of memory.

Argentina in collapse? the americas debate
Michael Cohen and Margarita Gutman (ed.) - (New York and Buenos Aires: The New School and 
IIED-AL, 2002)

The economic and political collapse of Argentina in 2001 
is examined in this book from an interdisciplinary and 
transcontinental perspective. It includes essays by 
historians, economists, sociologists, journalists, and 
architects from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, and the 
United States, including among others, Joseph Stiglitz, 
Tulio Halperín Donghi, Néstor García Canclini, Roberto 
Frenkel, José Marcio Camargo, and Andrés Solimano. The 

case of Argentina is significant for the countries of Latin America and the 
world, in order to learn its lessons for building a more sustainable future.

International cooperation
The observatory on latin america has 
institutional agreements and cooperates with 
the following institutions:

»» Facultad de Arquitectura, Diseño y Urbanismo, Universidad de Buenos 
Aires, Argentina

»» Instituto de Investigaciones Históricas, Universidad Nacional Autónoma 
de México

»» Centro de Estudios del Patrimonio, Universidad Central, Chile
»» Fundación SES, Argentina
»» Facultad de Ciencias Sociales, Universidad de Buenos Aires, Argentina
»» Facultad de Ciencias Sociales de América Latina (FLACSO), Ecuador
»» Organización Latinoamericana y del Caribe de Centros Históricos 

(OLACCHI), Ecuador
»» Universidad de la República, Uruguay
»» Facultad de Arquitectura y Urbanismo, Universidad Nacional de Tucumán, 

Argentina
»» Schwartz Center for Economic Policy Analysis, The New School, United 

States
»» Universidad Nacional de San Martín, Argentina
»» Chulalongkorn University, Thailand
»» Equity for Children, Latin America
»» India China Institute, The New School, United States


